
Defense 
Industry

Quad Cities First is the lead economic development 
organization promoting the greater Quad Cities region, 
which includes Scott County in Iowa and Henry, Mercer, 
and Rock Island Counties in Illinois. Developed by the 
Quad Cities Chamber of Commerce, it provides the 
following services to relocating companies and site 
selection consultants:

• Site selection assistance
• �Incentive and business tax information
• �Key contacts in business and local government
• �Demographic, wage and economic data
• �Navigation through local government requirements
• �Access to workforce training and recruitment 

resources

logistical advantages

The Quad Cities offers unparalleled access  
to major Midwestern and global markets.

road
Interstates: 74, 80, 88, & 280
U.S. Federal Highways: 6, 34, 61, 67, & 150
State Highways: 5, 17, 78, 81, 84, 92, 94, & 192 (Illinois); 22 & 130 (Iowa)

river
• �Mississippi River: 9-foot channel, 10-month navigation season
• �The region features 50 barge terminals (46 private, four public)
• �23 barge terminals served by rail
• �Three barge terminals have highway access

rail
• �Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (Class I)
• Iowa Interstate Railroad (Class II)
• �Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern Railroad, owned by CP Rail (Class I)

runway
Quad Cities International Airport (Airport Code: MLI)
� �Carriers: Allegiant, American Airlines, Delta, United
� �Direct: Las Vegas, Phoenix-Mesa, Chicago, Denver, St. Petersburg/

Clearwater, Dallas/Ft. Worth, Atlanta, Detroit, Memphis, Minneapolis/
St. Paul
� �Runway: 10,000 ft. (3,048m), 7,000 ft. (2,134m),  

and 4,500 ft. (1,371m); all 150 ft. (46m) wide
davenport municipal Airport (Airport Code: DVN)
� �Runway: 5,500 ft. (1,677m), 4,000 ft. (1,220m)

Foreign trade zone
The Quad Cities region is a US Customs bi-state Port of Entry and 
Foreign Trade Zone #133. This Foreign Trade Zone allows a single  
FTZ grantee to serve two different states—a key business advantage. 

Daniel Mann
Vice President  
National Business Development

Quad Cities First

331 W. Third Street, Suite 140

Davenport, IA 52801

Mobile: 309.716.4011

dmann@quadcitiesfirst.c
om

www.quadcitiesfirst.co
m

For additional information, please contact:



“
The Quad Cities 

metropolitan 
area is located 

where I-80 crosses 
the Mississippi River 
in eastern Iowa and 
western Illinois. The 
region is approximately 
165 miles (265 km) 
west of  Chicago and 
midway between 
Minneapolis to the 
north and St. Louis  
to the south.

Defense companies in the Quad Cities 
are major players in our national security, 
from producing leading edge aerospace 
technology systems to providing logistics 
services to our nation's military. 

At the heart of  the Quad Cities’ defense 
industry is the Rock Island Arsenal 
(RIA), which supports 14,000 jobs in the 
community and has an annual regional 
economic impact of  over $1 billion. RIA  
is home to over 70 Department of  Defense 
organizations and private companies.

Representative companies
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Mandus Group is proud to be one 
of  the growing number of  defense 
companies in the Quad Cities located 
in close proximity to the Rock Island 
Arsenal. Our partnership with the 
armed forces is backed by a strong 
Quad Cities’ workforce and logistics 
infrastructure – advantages that help 
us manufacture innovative, quality 
products for the global war fighter, 
made in the heart of  America.” 
Sam Kupresin
Vice President, Mandus Group

33,000 local college students each year

Workforce Overview

40 colleges and universities 
within a 90-mile (144.840 km) radius

428,307
STRONG
labor force
(AND GROWING)
Source: Iowa Workforce Development, 2010

Nearby  
Metropolitan  

Areas:

industry Overview

Friday, August 5
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
i wireless Center, Moline
Registration: $20

To register visit QuadCitiesChamber.com  
or call 563.823.2676.

EXECUTIVES CLUB
SPECIAL EVENT

f e a t u r i n g  t h e 

FIRST ARMY,
COMMANDING GENERAL

OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC

L t. Gen. Bednarek assumed 
command of First Army April 6, 
2011. 

Born in London, England, Lt. 
Gen. Mick Bednarek graduated 
from Old Dominion University in 
Norfolk, Virginia with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Biology and later 
completed a Masters Degree in 
Personal Management. His military 
education includes Infantry Officer 
Basic and Advanced Courses, 
Underwater Operations (SCUBA) 
Course, Military Free Fall Course, 
the Command and General Staff 
College, and the U.S. Army War 
College.

He has served in a variety of 
command and staff positions in the 
United States, Europe, and Iraq 
including commanding the 25th 
infantry Division (Light), Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii and First Army 
Division-East Fort Meade, Maryland 
prior to assuming command of First 
Army.

Lt. Gen. Bednarek’s awards and 
decorations include the Defense 
Superior Service Medal, Legion of 
Merit (5OLC), Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal (5OLC), Army Commendation 
Medal (2OLC), the Army 
Achievement Medal, the Valorous 
Unit Award, the Joint Meritorious 
Unit Award, and the Army Superior 
Unit Award. He has also earned the 
Combat Action Badge, the Expert 
Infantryman’s Badge, the Master 
Parachutists Badge, the Pathfinder 
Badge, the Freefall Badge, the Scuba 
Diver Badge, and the Ranger Tab.

Lt. Gen. Bednarek is married with 
four children.

Commanding General  
First Army

Lieutenant General 
Mick Bednarek

Sponsored by Group Services, i wireless Center,  
Terrostar Technology Solutions and Trinity Regional Health System

quad cities Defense Fast Facts
The Rock Island 
Arsenal (RIA) is the 
largest government-
owned military 
weapons manufacturing 
arsenal in the U.S. 
providing manufacturing, 
logistics and base 
support services for the 
Armed Forces. 

public-private partnerships: Rock Island 
Arsenal Joint Manufacturing & Technology 
Center (JMTC) has formed partnerships 
with Lockheed Martin, BAE, Sivyer Steel, 
SupplyCore, Quad City Manufacturing Lab 
and Mandus Group allowing the Rock Island 
Arsenal and these partners to pursue both 
military and commercial projects that utilize the 
unique capabilities of each organization. 

 Over $15 
Billion

contracts procured 
annually

950-acre
island on mississippi

336
buildable acres

25
miles of roads

6.6 MM ft2
floor space

503,000 ft2
office & warehouse 

space

The Rock Island 
Arsenal

�Cobham Mission 
Systems develops and 
manufactures critical 
technology for Air-to-
Air Refueling, Weapons 
Release, Life Support 
and Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal robot applications 
and operates and 
maintains more than 150 
aircraft on specialist flight 
operations around the 
world. Cobham provides 
95% of refueling systems 
worldwide for both tanker 
and receiver aircraft, 
including role conversion 
for tankers such as the 
new Royal Air Force Future 
Strategic Tanker Aircraft 
(FSTA) Airbus A330.

The Quad Cities 
Alcoa facility 
is the world’s 
premier aerospace 
supply plant – the 
hub of Alcoa’s $3 
billion aerospace 
business. 

Metal for every 
space vehicle in 
America’s program, 
contributing to the 
moon landing and 
the U.S. victory in 
the Space Race 
was manufactured 
in the Quad Cities.

The Rock Island 
Arsenal

22% 
growth in 

installation 
workforce  
since 2005

98% 
high school or 

higher attainment

47%  
bachelor's degree 

or higher

major arsenal 
commands

First Army
Army Sustainment Command
Joint Munitions Command
Joint Manufacturing & Technology Center
Army Contracting Command - Rock Island
Army Corps of Engineers


